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FIBERS & MATERIAL STUDIES AREA POLICY  

Any person entering the Fiber Area planning to use the studio or  

the equipment must have proper training by a member of the faculty or the studio 

technician and must be enrolled in a Fiber Area course.  

 

FIBER AREA PHONE CONTACT INFORMATION 

Faculty Office: 215.777.9136 

Technicians Office: 215.777.9023 

 

FIBER AREA TECHNICIAN 

The Technician works 8-4:30 Monday through Friday and their office is located within 

the studio next to the main entrance. The technician will post notices on the main doors to 

the studio when there is a change in their regular schedule.  

 

GENERAL STUDIO RULES 

-There is no eating or smoking anywhere in the Fiber Studio. 

-There is no eating, drinking, or smoking in the Dye Room, Toxic Process Room, or  

  Computer Lab. 

-Closed toe shoes must be worn at all times in the studio. 

 

STUDIO/CLASSROOM USE  

-You must be currently registered in a Fibers course to be able to work in the studio  

  space. Any other person who may want to use the studio must gain permission from the  

  Area Head.  

-You must be trained by the Fiber Area faculty or staff to use the equipment.  

  This includes the print tables, light table, sewing machines, toxic process room, small    

  equipment, and dye room.  

-Because of the high demand for print table space during the semester only students  

  taking Silkscreen on Fabric or Fabric, Pattern, & Image are allowed to use the tables  

  with those in Silkscreen on Fabric having priority.  

-Any space designated for a class is to be used solely for the purposes of that class and  

  their activities during scheduled class time. If you wish to work in the studio during a  

  scheduled class time you must gain permission from the instructor.  

-Critiques, demonstrations, and in class workshops may need certain spaces within the  

  studio at different times throughout the semester so asking permission to work during a  

  class period in the studio is imperative as to not disrupt classes.  

-The studio schedule of class and monitored times is posted at the entrance to the studio  

  please reference it to know when free periods are. 

-You must exhibit good work habits, you are part of a community and are using a shared    

  space. What you do affects everyone so be sure to be courteous to others both in  

  housekeeping procedures as well as in general work practices. 

    

 

 

 



 

 

EQUIPMENT USE  

-You must be trained by the Fiber Area faculty or staff to be able to use the equipment in  

  the studio.  

-Please see a faculty member or the technician if you are uncertain or have a question  

  about using the studio or equipment in the studio, we are happy to help.  

-There are supplies in the cabinets and technician’s office available for current registered  

  students, if you are seeking a specific tool let us know and you may sign it out. 

-Students in some classes have priority to use certain equipment. Please see the    

  technician or faculty for permission to use that equipment.  For example print tables and  

  weaving looms are reserved for students in those classes.  

-The Mixed Media Printing class has priority over the computer lab but students in other  

  Fiber Area classes may use the lab when the technician or a faculty member are present.  

  If you wish to print in the lab please inform the technician or a faculty member. 

 

STUDIO SAFETY 

-Do not compromise the security of yourself and others in the Fiber Studio.  

-Do not leave the main doors propped opened or unlocked when the studio is empty. --- 

-NEVER prop open the fire escape door.  

-Please report anyone who you may think does not belong in the studio to the technician  

  or a faculty member who is present. 

-Class locker space is limited and is shared with many students in a class. Place items you  

  want to keep secured in your locker. The Fiber Studio is not responsible for your    

  personal supplies. 

-Thefts should be reported to the security guards. Please inform the technician and faculty  

  of any incidents as well so that we are aware.  

 

DYE ROOM POLICY  

-Safety is the primary concern in the dye room.   

-The dye room and its equipment are available to Fiber Area majors and to those people  

  taking courses in the Fiber Area. Anyone else must have the permission of the Area  

  Head.  

-Gloves MUST be worn in the dye room. 

-There is NO eating, drinking, smoking, cell phone use, or headphone use in the dye  

  room. 

-Read and take note of ALL signs posted in the Dye Room, failure to follow any posted  

  instructions will result in limited access. 

-There is a marker board posted in the Dye Room to list any problems and concerns or  

  what chemicals need to be refilled if the faculty or the technician are not available.  

-If you are pregnant, nursing, or planning a pregnancy you may not use the  

  dye room. Please inform a faculty member and we will work with you to substitute  

  technical procedures. 

 

 

 



 

Recommendations before using the dye room  

1.Read the MSDS sheets on specific materials 

2.Bring gloves and aprons according to the PPE for the techniques and procedures you  

  will be undertaking.  

3.Do not use the burners or equipment if you are tired.  

4.Review Dye Room policies and chemical MSDS’s according to the processes will be  

  undertaking.  

5. Take note of whether the ventilation system is running before using the stoves. 

 

Rules of the Dye Room 

-If you are caught recklessly using the dye room, its equipment or any other equipment in    

  the Fiber Area you will lose your privileges to use the studio outside of class times.  

-All chemical containers must be labeled with the name of the substance, the date, and    

  your name.  

-Dye Baths are NOT to be stored in the dye room, they are to be placed under the print  

  tables. 

-You must have training from a faculty member or the technician before using the dye  

  room equipment or any materials.    

-Clean spills immediately, once the water evaporates the chemicals become hazardous. 

-Hang your fabric on the clothesline only when while rinsing the water runs completely  

  clear, you may dab your fabric with a piece of paper towel to be sure. Dye drainage can  

  stain other people’s work. 

-When finished working, thoroughly clean all tools used.  

 

DISPOSAL OF MATERIALS  

-WAX (excluding soy wax) cannot be disposed of in the sink.  

-Natural Dye dye baths cannot be disposed of in the sink, the chemicals must be sent  

  away for disposal by the studio technician. 

-Thickened dye & dextrins cannot be disposed of in the sink, they must be thrown out in  

  the trash can. 

-When you finish using the material stored within a chemical container (ie: a dye pigment  

  jar) leave it on the counter and inform the technician. All chemical containers must be  

  sent away to be disposed of. 

-When disposing of a MX or Acid dye bath do so a little at a time with the water running    

  so that the dye is flushed from the drain. 

-Any sharp blades or pins and needles should be disposed of in the red sharp disposal bin  

  located on the MSDS cabinet outside of the technician’s door.  

-Please do not leave materials in the studio. Unmarked or unclaimed  

  items will be disposed of.  

  

Recycling bins are located near the main entrance to the studio, please use them. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TEXTILE PRINT TABLES  

-The print tables are in high demand throughout the course of the semester, please  

  demonstrate courtesy when using them.  

-Students in Silkscreen on Fabric have first priority to the tables, students in Fabric,  

  Pattern, & Image have first priority over the portable print tables.  

-When using a table please be aware that many people use them and do not keep the  

  space for longer than absolutely necessary. 

-If your work remains on the tables for longer than it needs to it will be removed so that  

  others may use the space. 

-Please also be sure to put down both plastic and/or cloth drop-cloths on the tables  

  depending on the procedure you are doing as to not stain the tables and damage other  

  people’s work.  

-The tables are padded with layers of felt to aide in pinning, placing ANYTHING heavy  

  on the tables including bags, sewing machines, or sitting on them indents the felt and in  

  doing so misaligns print registration. The felt also is very difficult to dry so do not place  

  anything that can spill on the tables. 

  

SILKSCREENS  

Please mark your own silkscreen with your name, any other silkscreen is considered a 

Fiber Area owned silkscreen. We are not responsible for your personal silkscreen. 

 

WASHER & DRYER 

-No personal clothes laundry in the washer or dryer.  

-Please clean up if there is excess dye inside the walls of  

  the machines.  

-Do not add too much synthrapol to the washer, a little goes a long way. 

-Please clean the dryer if there is an excess of lint, dye, or fiber inside. 

-Make sure that the exhaust bin in the dye room is filled with water, a fire is possible if it    

  is empty.  

-Rinse dyed fabric thoroughly before putting it in the dryer.  

 

POWER WASHER 

-Only those students taking Silkscreen on Fabric are allowed to use the power washer. 

-Please get instructions from a faculty member or the technician before using the power  

  washer.  

-If it is making strange noises wait 10 minutes and then try again. 

-Make sure that you follow the proper instructions and TURN OFF THE WATER after  

  use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION  

 
Fire Exit Instructions 

During class times, please exit the Fiber Area following the description below.  

Once outside meet with the rest of your class so that the faculty member can take 

attendance to make sure that everyone exited the building. If you are not in a scheduled 

class and are working independently, follow the exit procedures as well.  

To exit the building from the Fiber Studio: 

Leave the studio using the door to the main hallway then walk down the central staircase 

(or fire escape staircase next to the bathrooms) to the 1st floor and out the glass doors to 

the courtyard.  

  

If the main entrance is not available, exit down the fire escape staircase between the toxic 

process room and grad studio 250I to the first floor then out the door. Cross Diamond 

Street and wait on the opposite sidewalk to regroup.  

 

It is important to stay on the sidewalk. Fire trucks may not see pedestrians and may be 

distracted in a emergency situation.  

 

If a fire erupts in the Fiber Studio during class hours please inform a faculty member or 

the technician. If a fire erupts during monitored hours or after hours please pull one of the 

fire alarms located throughout the studio and exit the studio/building then dial 911.  

DO NOT try and fight the fire with a fire extinguisher even if it is a small fire. The 

extinguishers are in place to aide you in escaping if you become trapped by a fire, 

fighting a fire is a task that should be solely carried out by trained personnel. 

 

Emergency Telephone Contacts  

Environmental Health and Radiation Safety Department 

www.temple.edu/ovpr/ehrs/index.html 

During business hours (8:00am to 5:00pm), contact the appropriate department directly, 

or contact the Page Operator at 215.707.4545 

 

Environmental Health and Safety 

Main Number: 215.707.2520 

After hours, weekends, or holidays, call the Page Operator at 215.707.4545. The Page 

Operator will notify the appropriate on call response personnel. The persons listed below 

follow an on-call schedule and are responsible for responding to emergencies. 

 

 

Biosafety or Chemical Safety (on call pager: 215.691.0216) 

 

David McDonough  Dr. Ana Sanchez  Dr. Lily Lodhi 

Day: 215.707.0109  Day: 215.707.0107  Day: 215.707.7620 

Pager: 215.691.0204  Pager: 215.691.0203  Pager: 215.691.0201 

Home: 856.931.4652  Home: 302.475.2168  Home: 856.424.8895 



 

Fire Safety and Emergency Management 

 

In the event of a fire, contact the emergency dispatcher at 215.204.1234. Begin the 

evacuation of the building by pulling one of the fire alarm pull stations located near the 

exits. The persons listed below are personnel in the University’s Fire Marshal’s Office 

that are responsible for the fire safety and emergency management. 

 

John Maule 

Day: 215.204.7938 

Mobile Phone: 215.778.8042 

Home: 215.437.7018 

 

Additional Emergency Contacts 

Police and Security: 215.204.1234 

TUH Occupational and Employee Health Services: 215.707.4455 

TUH Emergency Department: 215.707.3467 

 

Accident/Safety Procedures and Communication in the Event of an Emergency  

After calling the phone numbers for specific emergency calls, please communicate to 

faculty or the technician about the incident.  

If you see people that should not be in the building or any suspicious activity, inform a 

security officer. 

 

First Aid Locations  

A First Aid kit is located on the wall to the right of the technician’s door. 

Eyewash stations are located at the sinks in the dye room, print room, exposure room, & 

toxic process room. An additional eye wash station is located on the wall to the left of the 

wash out booth.  

 

Student Health Services 

1810 Liacouras Walk 

4th Floor (066-04) 

Philadelphia, PA 19122-6029 

 

Phone: 215.204.7500 

Fax:     215.204.4660 

 

24 Hour Hotline 

Call 215.204.7500 after hours to speak with a nurse 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MATERIAL HEALTH & SAFETY 

 

General Policies Concerning the Handling of Materials  

Flammable materials should be kept in an inflammable cabinet.   

Flammable material belonging to the area are kept in a flammable materials cabinet in the 

toxic process room.  

Chemical Diamonds can be found on the doors to various rooms in the studio indicating 

the types of chemicals that are stored within. 

A red M.S.D.S. (Material Safety Data Sheet) cabinet is stored outside of the Technicians 

office. This cabinet stores information on every chemical stored in the studio. 

 

PPE  (personal protection equipment: i.e.: gloves, face mask, etc)   

Please check the MSDS cabinet for Material Safety Data Sheets with information about 

PPE, reactivity, volatility, etc.  

-We promote the use of Personal Protective Equipment and clothing according to the  

  activity and strongly urge you to purchase your own pair of rubber gloves and replace  

  them often.  

-Please read labels carefully before handling any material.  

-Some chemicals have similar names and/or types of containers but require different  

  safety procedures so always read the label. 

-Some materials may require ventilation or specific types of gloves.   

-Material Data Safety Sheets will inform you about the contents of the material and its    

  hazards.  

-Chemicals in the Dye Room are labeled with whether or not they require the ventilation  

  hood to be used. 

-You must label any mixture in a container you prepare in the dye room and plan to store  

  with your name, what it is, and the date. 

 

RESOURCES  

Fiber Area’s Library  

The Fiber Area Library’s books are non-circulating and can only be checked out in the 

studio for 20 minutes at a time. If you wish to gain access to the library please inform a 

faculty member or the technician. 

 

Fiber Area Blog 

http://tylerfiber.blogspot.com 
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MSDS EXAMPLE: 
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