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Information in this handbook is accurate as of the summer of 2011.  The Department reserves the 
right to change fees, program requirements, plans of study, academic calendars, or to make any other 
changes deemed necessary or desirable, giving advance notice where possible. 
 
GRADUATE FACULTY 
Phillip Betancourt; Elizabeth Bolman, Associate Director of Graduate Studies on leave 2011-2012; Alan 
Braddock on leave 2011-2012; Tracy Cooper, Acting Associate Director of Graduate Studies, Therese 
Dolan; Jane Evans; Susanna Gold; Marcia Hall, Director of Graduate Studies; Jonathan Kline, 
Undergraduate Advisor; Gerald Silk, Chair; Ashley West. 
 
LOCATION 
The Graduate Program in Art History is located in Suite 211 of the Tyler School of Art Building, at  
12th and Norris Streets, on the main campus of Temple University.  The program is administered by 
the Tyler School of Art. Contact information is: 
 
Department of Art History 
Tyler School of Art 
Temple University      
2001 N. 13th St. 
Philadelphia, PA  19122-6091 
Phone: (215) 777-9165 
Fax: (215) 777-9747 
ahgrad@temple.edu 
 
RESEARCH FACILITIES 
Paley Library (main campus). Graduate students also have library privileges at Bryn Mawr and the 
University of Pennsylvania, as well as use of other research libraries (The Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
The Free Library of Philadelphia, and the Historical Society of Philadelphia) in the Philadelphia area. 
 
PROGRAM OF STUDY 
The Graduate Program offers the master’s degree (with an optional concentration in fine arts 
administration) and the doctoral degree in art history. Two routes to the doctoral degree are available, 
one for exceptionally well-qualified students entering with a BA degree only, and the second requiring 
an M.A. degree. The Department’s curriculum includes courses in all periods and phases of western art 
history and introduces the student to a wide variety of critical methods and approaches.  The program 
is designed to prepare students for careers in teaching, museum curatorship and administration, and 
related fields. 
 

PREREQUISITES 
Applicants must hold the bachelor’s degree (any major) with a minimum of five courses in art 
history:  two surveys and one upper-level course in each of three areas to include Ancient or Medieval 
art; Renaissance or Baroque art; and nineteenth- century, modern, or contemporary art.  Applicants 
meeting the prerequisites except in the number or character of courses may be admitted conditionally.  
Such students will be permitted to enroll in a maximum of four undergraduate courses (with a 
minimum grade of B+) after which they assume regular status.  Graduate credit is not given for 
courses required to complete deficiencies.  Entering students are encouraged to audit undergraduate 
courses (with the permission of the instructor) in those areas in which their proficiency is limited. 
 
All applicants are required to submit a statement of career goals, transcripts from all colleges or 
universities attended, two letters of recommendation, and GRE scores; those applicants whose first 
language is not English must also submit TOEFL scores (exception: those who have received a B.A. 
from an American university).  Students applying to the doctoral program should submit the materials 
cited above in addition to evidence of their reading ability in German, and French, Italian, or Spanish. 
By permission of the Director of Graduate Studies, the student may substitute another language 
appropriate to his or her field. 
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TRANSFER CREDITS 
The Graduate School allows the transfer of a maximum of six credits taken within a five-year period 
before matriculation for credit towards the M.A. or Ph.D. degree.  These credits must be in art history, 
at the graduate level, with at least a final grade of B, and must not have been used as part of the 
fulfillment of requirements for another degree awarded to the student.  Students should submit course 
syllabi or descriptions to the Director of Graduate Studies to have the course approved for transfer, 
then fill out the appropriate form, obtain the signature of the Director of Graduate Studies, and send 
the form to the office of the Associate Dean at Tyler.  Courses taken at other institutions after 
matriculation must be with the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies. 
 
CURRICULUM 
The Department offers 5000 and 8000 level courses.  5000 level courses are undergraduate upper 
level courses, for which graduate students do additional work, usually a term paper. Short papers, 
short oral presentations, final papers or examinations may be assigned.  8000 level courses are 
seminars in which the student typically prepares a topic, makes an extended presentation in class, and 
then presents a final written version of it (usually about 20 pages).  It is possible to repeat an 8000 
level course with the same number because the content changes along with each offering.  Graduate 
courses are rarely offered in the summer. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
A) Master’s Degree in Art History 
The objective of the master’s degree is to provide students with a thorough preparation for further 
graduate work or, for those for whom it is a terminal degree, specialized training as the foundation of 
a career.  This degree can normally be earned in two years, with the fine arts administration option 
requiring an additional semester.  If the degree is not completed within three years, students are 
required to file for an extension of time. 
 
Credits 
Thirty credits, of which up to six may be in Directed Research. 
 
Language Requirement 
Reading knowledge of German and either French, Italian, Spanish or another relevant language is 
required. As long as they do not connect to the internet, electronic dictionaries and grammars are 
permitted to be used during the language translation examinations, along with traditional printed 
ones.  A student should plan to take the first exam in the first semester, and the second no later than 
the second semester of the program.  These examinations are administered by the relevant language 
Departments: they should be consulted regarding the scheduling of examinations as well as courses 
emphasizing reading skills and preparation for the examination. Enrollment in the Art History program 
is required in the semester in which a language examination is taken. 
 
Comprehensive Examination 
A comprehensive slide examination (fifty slides, five minutes per slide) is given each semester: a 
score of 66% is required for a passing grade.  The examination is divided into morning and afternoon 
sessions of approximately two hours each. It is scheduled on the last Friday in October and the last 
Friday in March. 
 
NOTE 1: Students are not allowed to register for the comprehensive examination until they have 
fulfilled their language requirements. An application form must be submitted and signed by the 
Director of Graduate Studies, listing the dates language examinations were passed and declaring that 
the student has no outstanding grades of Incomplete. Enrollment for a minimum of one credit of 
Directed Research is required in the semester in which the exam is to be taken.  If the student is 
registered for remaining coursework, Directed Research enrollment is not required. 
 
NOTE 2: The comprehensive examination can be taken twice without penalty: after the second failure 
the student must petition the Graduate Committee for permission to retake the examination.  A third 
failure results in termination from the program. 
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NOTE 3: The graduate seminars and lecture courses taken for the M.A. degree will not suffice in 
themselves as preparation for the comprehensive examination, since by design they are highly 
specialized and do not offer a broad overview of the history of art.  It is important to note that 
adequate preparation for this overview exam is a separate task, demanding a sustained and 
systematic program of study. 
 
A goal of this preparation is a focused critical approach to the individual work of art. The student is 
responsible for correct factual information (artist or culture, title of the work, date and location), and, 
for accurate characterizations of style, of iconography or iconology, for a discussion of the position of 
the work in larger contexts, as well as such formal and technical aspects of architecture as are 
significant (e.g. imagery, concept of space, plan, motifs, structure, and materials). 
 
A student must pass the comprehensive examination prior to approval of the master’s thesis proposal. 
 
Master’s Thesis 
The master’s thesis should be approximately fifty pages (at the discretion of the advisor).  The thesis 
must be approved by two members of the Graduate Faculty in Art History, one of whom is to act as its 
sponsor; however, both members of the committee are to participate in each stage of the thesis.  
Approval of the Graduate Faculty is obtained by the circulation of a proposal of the work and the 
readers, which should be given to the Director of Graduate Studies along with the thesis filing form at 
the beginning of thesis research.   
 
Typically, a ca. 3-4 page proposal should contain a succinct statement of the thesis, the state of the 
research on the topic, the original contribution expected to be made by the study, the methods that 
will be employed in approach and research, and projected content (by chapter) and conclusions that 
are hypothesized at this stage, with a bibliography attached. A draft of the proposal should first be 
approved by the advisor, and then once the advisor and second reader have approved it, distributed 
via email by the student to the graduate faculty. Once the thesis is completed, the proposal, adjusted 
for the results of the research and writing, can often serve as the basis for the required thesis 
abstract. 
 
The thesis should only be completed after the student successfully passes the comprehensive exam.  
Under no circumstances will readers be obliged to read a thesis draft before the student has 
completed his/her examination.  We understand that the student may undertake work on the thesis 
research before completing the exam, because of special conditions, but the student’s efforts should 
first be directed towards passing the comprehensive exam. 
 
A copy of the thesis filing form should be submitted to the Director of Graduate Studies, who in turn 
presents it to the Graduate Faculty, as soon as the student and committee have reached agreement 
on the thesis’s topic and substance. Students should consult the Graduate School’s manual for the 
preparation of theses, which is posted on their website. The approved thesis is submitted online to the 
Graduate School, using their EDT site. A hard copy of the title page, with the advisor’s signature, 
needs to be given to the Graduate School in addition to uploading the entire thesis. One bound hard 
copy should be submitted to the Department. 
 
B) Master’s Degree in Art History with Special Concentration in Fine Arts Administration 
 
Credits 
Total of thirty-six credits; fifteen credits are taken in the Graduate Department of Art History and an 
additional twelve credits in the School of Business Administration and Management; one additional 
elective graduate course is to be taken in either art history or business administration and 
management; the final six credits are assigned to the internship (see below). 
 
The business administration component is made up of one graduate-level course in each of the 
following areas: accounting, management, and marketing plus one elective business administration 
graduate course (it can be in economics, finance, or computer sciences). A list of appropriate business 
courses is available from the Department secretary. 
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Internship 
The final six credits are granted upon the satisfactory completion of an internship: three credits are 
awarded for a half-time internship (ten hours per week) or six credits for a full-time internship (twenty 
hours per week).  Students are responsible to find and arrange their own internships, to be approved 
by the Director of Graduate Studies. The internship, which is available only to students electing to 
follow this course of study, follows the completion of course work.  These six hours of credit will be 
assigned a grade by the Director of Graduate Studies. 
 
Language Requirements and Comprehensive Examination 
See above, as for Master’s Degree in Art History 
 
NOTE: A thesis is not required of students specializing in fine arts administration. 
 
C) Traditional Master’s Degree and Fine Arts Administration Track Combined: 
 
Students wishing to pursue both M.A. tracks need to take the following courses: nine art history 
courses (27 credits), four business courses (12 credits), and six internship credits. The Comprehensive 
Examination and the Thesis are required, but the student is not obligated to register for credits for 
them, as long as s/he is enrolled already in another class or the internship. The minimum number of 
credits for both tracks is forty-five. 
 
Transfer to Doctoral Program on Completion of M.A. 
A student currently in the master’s program must substantially complete requirements for the M.A. 
degree before being admitted into the doctoral program.  Master’s work will require three semesters of 
coursework and a fourth semester while the student is a) finishing outstanding coursework, b) 
completing outstanding language examinations, c) taking the comprehensive examination (which can 
be taken in the third or fourth semester, although the student should note that taking the 
comprehensive examination in the fourth semester may mean that the thesis acceptance will be 
delayed), d) making substantial progress on the thesis so the student will complete it by the end of 
the semester, e) any or all of the above.  Students should have their doctoral applications completed 
in order to submit them to the Director of Graduate Studies, so that the decision on acceptance to the 
doctoral program may be made promptly.  Such students should also notify the Director of Graduate 
Studies of their intention, so that they may also apply for assistantships. 
 
D) Doctoral Degree for Students Entering with an M.A. Degree: 
The Ph.D. program is intended to prepare students for college teaching or for other research-oriented 
positions requiring advanced specialized study.  The degree requires sixty graduate-level (5000 level 
and up) credits in art history beyond the B.A. with a minimum average of 3.5; up to nine credits may 
be taken in graduate-level courses outside the Department (but at Temple) which are relevant to the 
student’s field; two may be taken at other institutions (students should consult with their advisor and 
the Graduate Director).  Up to six credits may be taken in Directed Research and up to six additional 
credits are required in Dissertation Research. 
 
Students should declare a major field of interest within the first semester of residency.  Candidacy is 
granted upon passing a qualifying examination (after the completion of all course work) and having 
the doctoral proposal accepted.  Students must be registered for a minimum of six credits of 
dissertation research.  If the degree is not completed within seven years, students are required to file 
for an extension of time; if the dissertation is not completed within a five-year span after completion 
of the doctoral examinations, the student is required by the Graduate School to retake his/her doctoral 
examinations. 
 
NOTE: Programs for all doctoral students require the approval of the student’s primary advisor and the 
Director of Graduate Studies. 
 
Ph.D. Qualifying Examination 
Preparation 
It is the responsibility of the student to meet regularly with examining faculty while preparing for the 
doctoral examinations.  At the meetings the student and advisor will discuss historiographic issues 
that the student will raise, suggestions for reading, and problems in the field.  The students will not be 
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given exam questions at these meetings, nor will the fields be narrowed, but the meetings are meant 
to provide guidance in preparing for the written examinations. We expect that preparation for both 
fields should take at least one semester. 
 
Scheduling 
Scheduling of the qualifying examination, which is initiated by the student and the primary advisor 
(who will later become the dissertation advisor), requires the approval of the chair of each 
examination committee. 
 
Fields 
The student names two fields in consultation with the primary advisor. The first field is the Broad 
Field, which should be limited by dates and geography, and may be limited by medium. (Italian 
Renaissance Printmaking is not an acceptable Broad field, but Sixteenth-Century Art excluding 
architecture would be acceptable). The second field is the Specialized Field that corresponds to the 
area of the student’s proposed dissertation. It may be limited by date, geography and medium, and 
may designate a topic: e.g. Counter-Reformation art and theory, or Symbolism. A statement of this 
specialized area will be circulated to members of the graduate faculty at the time the examinations are 
being scheduled and the committees formed. 
 
Fields Offered Include: 
Betancourt: Minoan, Mycenaean, Cycladic, other fields by consultation 
Bolman: Late Antique, Early Medieval, Byzantine, Romanesque, Gothic, other fields by consultation 
Braddock: 18th-, 19th-, and 20th-century American art and visual culture 
Cooper: Baroque (17th Century), Renaissance and Baroque architecture, other fields by consultation 
Dolan: European Art 1750-1900, Criticism, 1850 to present 
Evans: Greece, Hellenistic, Etruria and Republican Rome, Imperial Rome  
Gold: 19th Century American Art 
Hall: Early Italian Renaissance Art, 16th Century Italian Renaissance Art, other fields by consultation 
Kline: Italian Renaissance, Late Medieval 
Silk: European and American art and visual culture, 1900-present, other fields by consultation 
West: Northern Renaissance (Netherlandish, German, Central European), Northern Baroque, History of 
 Prints, other fields by consultation. 
 
Examination Committee 
After the student and primary advisor have agreed on fields, the student should contact the relevant 
faculty members to initiate the formation of examination committees.  Each examination committee 
consists of three members, one of whom serves as chair; the same faculty member may chair both 
committees; the primary advisor serves on both committees.  A committee may include members 
from outside the Department of Art History, and from outside Temple University. 
 
Approval of Examination Committee 
Within six months after the completion of course work, the student should submit a proposal stating 
examination fields, the committees for each field and the dates for the examinations to the Director of 
Graduate Studies who will then submit it to the graduate faculty for comment; if there is no 
opposition, the Director of Graduate Studies will approve the proposal. 
 
NOTE: The student is responsible to circulate to the graduate faculty via email the statement of the 
proposed fields, committees, and dates of the examinations sufficiently in advance to allow faculty to 
object. Silence on the part of the faculty constitutes approval. 
 
Examination: Written Component 
The examination consists of written and oral components.  The Broad Field exam will consist of an 
eight-hour examination (2 four-hour segments). Six questions will be submitted at the beginning, of 
which four are to be answered.  
 
For the Specialized Area exam the student will be given four questions from which to choose two, and 
the exam will be in 2 three-hour sessions, morning and afternoon for a total of six hours. Each field 
examination is scheduled for one day. Scheduling of the field examination is at the discretion of the 
student with the consent of the advisor; however, examinations may not be more than two weeks 
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apart. The advisor must be available for consultation either in person or by phone during the 
examination. The Department encourages the use of computers.  Following grading of the written 
component by each committee, the results are communicated by the committee chairs to the Director 
of Graduate Studies, who will then inform the student and the committee that the oral examination 
can be scheduled. 
 
Examination: Oral Component 
The oral examination should be scheduled within the fifteen-day period following notification of the 
successful completion of the written component.  Scheduling is left to the student and the chairs of 
each field (in consultation with all members of the examination committee).  Committee chairs should 
determine whether the oral examination will cover both fields in the same session, or whether each 
field will be addressed separately. The oral component should last a minimum of one hour for each 
examination. The oral examination can include images. 
 
Failure 
In order to pass each field examination, at each stage (written and oral), a student must receive at 
least two passing grades; abstentions are not regarded as indicating a pass.  The student may repeat 
either the written or oral component of each field examination once; in each case, the committee chair 
must provide feedback to the student identifying areas of failure and providing suggestions for 
remediation.  Upon failing either component of either field examination for the second time, the 
student is dropped from the program. 
 
Appeal 
A student may appeal the decision of a committee, on either the written or oral components of a field 
examination(s).  The procedure for the appeal follows that approved by the Graduate School. 
 
Dissertation Procedures 
The Dissertation Committee will be established by the end of the semester in which the student has 
taken the examination.  The Director of Graduate Studies will be notified in writing of the Dissertation 
Committee’s composition.  The student is allowed only one semester in order to write the proposal, 
after completion of the examinations. 
 
The Dissertation Committee will consist of at least three Graduate Faculty from Temple, two of whom 
are in the Department.  Exceptions can be made with the approval of the Graduate Dean only.  The 
Dissertation Committee must meet once annually with the student and file a written copy of the 
suggestions made in the meeting, with a copy given to the student.  The Appeals Board will use these 
written records if the student appeals for an extension of time. 
 
The proposal will provide the Graduate Faculty with a summary of the project, which will consist of: 
a) A thesis statement: this will include a summary of how the dissertation will contribute to the field, 
and how it will differ from work that has already been done; a summary of previous research will be 
included. 
b) Methodology: how the subject will be approached. 
c) Notes on the types of resources that will be used, where the resources are located, and how the 
student will gain access to them. 
d) Notes on the types of funding for which the student will be applying. 
e) An outline of chapters and content (NB: we fully expect that the student has not yet formed his/her 
conclusions before doing the research needed to complete the dissertation, and so a chapter simply 
labeled “Conclusions” is appropriate). 
f) Bibliography of works already consulted in writing the proposal. 
 
Although the faculty does not mandate a length for the proposal, typically, when the student has 
completed the information, the proposal will be eight to ten pages long. 
 
The proposal will be approved by the Dissertation Committee; then the proposal will be circulated by 
the student to each member of the Graduate Faculty via email, for approval and suggestions.  If there 
are dissenting members of the faculty, the Dissertation Committee (or as many members as possible) 
should meet with the dissenting faculty to discuss the problems.  This can be done individually (with 
the student and one or more members of the Dissertation Committee) or as a group meeting, but 
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always including the student.  A written summary of the meeting should be filed.  If for any reason the 
Dissertation Committee needs to be changed, the change has to be approved in writing by the 
candidate, committee members, Department Chair, and the Director of Graduate Studies. The 
proposal and a form signed by the members of the Dissertation Committee must be filed with the 
Graduate School. 
 
Candidacy 
Upon the successful completion of the oral components of the field examination(s) and the approval of 
the doctoral proposal, the student is admitted to candidacy by the Graduate School. 
 
Oral Defense 
Since the process is a lengthy one, the candidate and the primary advisor should start planning for the 
defense at the beginning of the semester of intended graduation.  The members of the Dissertation 
Committee should submit in writing their opinion that the dissertation is of sufficient quality to be 
taken to the oral defense. 
The oral defense will be conducted by the Dissertation Committee and one other Graduate Faculty 
member, either from Temple or another university, but NOT from the Art History faculty.  Committees 
may be larger than four. The student begins the oral examination by giving a fifteen-minute overview 
of the dissertation, with images, after which the committee asks the student questions and discusses 
the dissertation. The student’s family and the academic community must be invited to the defense.  
Any deviation from these guidelines must be approved by the Graduate Dean. 
 
Any one of four results can occur; each result will be ruled separately by the Orals Committee. 

1. The dissertation is accepted without qualification. 
2. The candidate will be asked to revise the dissertation: minor revisions can be accomplished 

without further meetings, and the dissertation must be submitted to the Graduate Office 
within four weeks of the oral.  If the deadline is missed, a new oral must be scheduled.  For 
major revisions, members of the Orals Committee must be satisfied that the revisions are 
sufficient, and another oral defense is conducted. 

3. The oral defense is passed. 
4. The oral will have to be repeated. 

 
The approved dissertation is submitted online to the Graduate School, using their EDT site. A hard 
copy of the title page, with the signatures of the committee, needs to be given to the Graduate School 
in addition to uploading the final version of the dissertation. One bound hard copy should be submitted 
to the Department. Students should consult the Graduate School’s manual for the preparation of 
dissertations, which is posted on their website. 
 
E) Doctoral Degree for Students Entering with a BA Degree: 
The Department of Art History offers a doctoral program to which exceptionally well-prepared students 
with a BA are admitted directly, without first earning an M.A. degree. Applicants are required to 
declare an intention to enter this program. 
 
The admission requirements and deadlines are the same as those indicated for admission to the M.A. 
degree program. Students applying to the direct Ph.D. track who are not accepted will automatically 
be considered for admission to the M.A. program. 
 
The Program Requirements include the same total number of credits as the combined M.A. and Ph.D. 
track (60), but the course of study is streamlined. Students will take 45 credits of didactic courses, 
rather than the traditional 54, up to 9 credits for Qualifying Examination Preparation, and up to 9 
credits for Dissertation Research and Writing, to reach a total of 60 credits. Students will be required 
to submit a long paper at the end of the third semester of coursework to demonstrate their ability to 
continue in the Ph.D. degree program, in place of a master’s thesis. This paper may also fulfill 
requirements for a directed research or course the student takes. If the paper is not deemed 
acceptable, the student will be transferred to the M.A. program. The Comprehensive Examination is 
not part of this track. Language examination requirements are the same as those for the M.A. degree. 
Procedures for the Qualifying Examination and the Dissertation are the same as those listed above for 
the Ph.D. degree (see: D) Doctoral Degree for Students Entering with an M.A. Degree). 
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GRADUATION FROM ALL PROGRAMS 
A student who intends to complete requirements for graduation should apply for graduation in the 
semester in which graduation is anticipated.  Should graduation be delayed the student does need to 
reapply.  The form can be obtained from the Department secretary. 
NOTE: The student must maintain continuous enrollment until graduation. 
 

GENERAL INFORM.A.TION 
Advising 
The program is small enough to allow the Associate Director of Graduate Studies to oversee the M.A. 
candidates, until the student decides on a field and an advisor for the thesis. The Director of Graduate 
Studies has overall responsibility for the program. Ph.D. students declare a field of study prior to 
entrance into the program and are advised by the appropriate faculty member.  If a Ph.D. student 
were to change fields, his or her advisor would be changed. Students should consult with the Director 
of Graduate Studies or with their advisor during priority registration to check on their academic 
progress. M.A. students should first direct questions to the Associate Director of Graduate Studies, but 
are also welcome to contact the Director of Graduate Studies. Doctoral students should direct their 
questions to the Director of Graduate Studies, unless otherwise advised. 
 
Student Records: Self Service Banner 
Self Service Banner is a computer-based advising tool that defines degree requirements and verifies 
completion of these requirements.  It is automatically updated.  Students should meet every semester 
with the Director (Ph.D.) or Associate Director (M.A.) of Graduate Studies or with their advisor and 
verify the accuracy of their current report. 
 
Assistantships 
The Department of Art History offers a small number of graduate assistantships each year; students 
are also eligible to compete for assistantships offered through the Tyler School of Art.  Graduate 
assistants are full-time students (enrolled for at least nine credits); part-time students are not eligible. 
Doctoral students have priority. 
 
Assistantships carry full tuition plus a stipend of $7500 per semester, and they require twenty hours of 
work per week.  Payment is divided into four checks in the Fall term, and five in the Spring term.  
Teaching and technical assistants perform a variety of tasks that directly support the mission of the 
Department while providing students with professional experience. Assignments include assisting 
faculty in sections of Arts of the Western World.  Work assignments have no credit value. 
 
Course Load 
A full-time course load consists of nine credits per term; graduate assistants are enrolled for nine 
credits per term, and all foreign students are required by Immigration Law to be enrolled for the same 
number.  Students studying for the comprehensive or qualifying examinations or completing the thesis 
or dissertation are considered by Temple University to be full-time students, as long as the student 
has submitted a Request for Full-Time Status (Code 23) form to the Graduate School (available with 
the Department secretary or on the Graduate School website). 
 
Courses outside the Department 
At the discretion of the Associate Director or Director of Graduate Studies; usually no more than two 
courses (six credits) will be approved at the master’s level, and three (nine credits) at the doctoral 
level. Permission is required. 
 
Directed Research 
Registration for Directed Research in the first year of either program is not normally permitted.  
Students have one year from the time they should have received a grade for Directed Research to 
complete their projects: after this point an “I” (incomplete) will be changed to an “F” by the Graduate 
School. Registration for Directed Research requires that the student propose a course of study and the 
number of credit hours necessary to carry it out to a member of the faculty. With that faculty 
member’s approval, the student may register. 
 
Dissertation Research 
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Following completion of the qualifying examination, doctoral students register each term for 
Dissertation Research (for one through six credits); six credits of Dissertation Research are required 
for the degree. 
 
Enrollment 
Students must be continuously enrolled until they graduate and it is the responsibility of the student 
to maintain enrollment.  If a student has finished course requirements, but still needs to take the 
comprehensive or qualifying examinations, or complete the thesis or dissertation, the student must 
enroll for one credit of Directed Research or Dissertation Research which will be given the grade of “R” 
until the final semester, when a letter grade will be applied. 
 
There are two options for continuing or extending enrollment in the program: 

1. Leave of Absence (LOA): For certain valid reasons (professional obligations, illness, 
pregnancy, etc) a student can apply for a LOA (form available in the Department).  If the 
request is approved (by the Chair, Dean, and Director of Graduate Studies), a maintenance 
fee of $25 is charged per semester.  A LOA cannot be taken in the semester in which the 
student wishes to take examinations or intends to graduate, and it does not “stop the clock” 
for completing the program. 

2. Extension of Time (EOT): If a student does not complete the degree within three years 
(Master’s Program) or seven years (Doctoral Program), he or she may petition for an EOT.  
There is no charge for approval, and application can be made through the Director of Graduate 
Studies; however, applications for EOT are reviewed by the Dean of the Graduate School, and 
there is a limitation on the number of times they can be granted. 

 
 
Failure to Make Academic Progress 
Failure to make academic progress is defined by: a) the student not taking the required courses or 
examinations (either the comprehensive, doctoral, or language examinations) for two consecutive 
semesters AND not contacting the Director of Graduate Studies to provide an explanation, and/or file 
for an Extension of Time or a Leave of Absence; or b) if the student has completed all of the required 
examinations but has not filed a written timetable for completion of the degree within two semesters 
following the examinations.  This timetable must have written approval of the advisor and the Director 
of Graduate Studies.  If either of these conditions is not met the student will be warned with a letter 
from the Director of Graduate Studies.  Failure to respond to the letter within the stated deadline in 
the letter will mean that the Director of Graduate Studies will inform the Graduate School that the 
student should be dismissed from the program.  It is understood that maintaining academic progress 
is the responsibility of the student. 
 
Fellowships 

a) University-wide fellowships (Presidential, University) provide full tuition and a stipend 
($21,000).  These are usually awarded to outstanding entering doctoral students who have 
been nominated by their Departments. Students who have received these are supported for 
the first and fourth years by the university at $21,000./year, and have no responsibilities 
other than their graduate studies. For the second and third years, the Department provides 
support in the form of a teaching assistantship. 

b) Future Faculty Fellowships provide students under-represented by their ethnic group in their 
field and intending to seek a terminal degree in an area which leads to a career in academia 
with full tuition remission and a stipend. 

c) Dissertation Completion Fellowships: These university-wide awards carry a one-semester 
stipend of $8,000; they are non-renewable and carry no tuition remission.  The application 
requires that the student have completed all requirements for the doctoral degree and be in 
the final stages of writing so that the dissertation can be completed during the tenure of the 
fellowship. 

 
External fellowships such as the Fulbright Scholarship and the Samuel H. Kress Foundation Travel 
Grant should also be investigated by eligible students. See the website for a full list of options. 
 
Art History Graduate Student Association 
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The Graduate Art History Organization (GAHO) elects officers and is awarded a budget by the 
university to bring in outside lecturers and to offer refreshments for such occasions and others.  The 
graduate students manage a website for students, mentor students entering the program, helping 
them locate housing, find their way around the university, and answer other questions they may have. 
 
Graduate Students Giving Conference Papers 
Graduate students should submit abstracts for conferences after consulting with their advisors. The 
Department strongly recommends that students give a practice talk for the Department in advance of 
the public talk. The secretary can help schedule a room and also circulate the information to students 
and faculty. Students should give the secretary detailed information about the practice talk and the 
public talk, for the purposes of publicity within Tyler. 
 
Graduate Student Conference and Publication Fund 
Budget permitting, this fund provides subsidies of up to $250 for M.A. students and up to $300 for 
Ph.D. students to support professional activities. These grants, which are approved by the graduate 
committee in consultation with the student’s advisor, are intended to assist students in presenting 
papers at scholarly conferences, or in obtaining photographs or illustrations for a paper accepted for 
publication. To receive departmental support, the student must also apply for one of the graduate 
student grants offered by the Dean, and must give a practice talk ahead of time, in the Department. 
S/he should give the secretary, the Director and the Associate Director of Graduate Studies details 
about the talk, formatted according to the guidelines for the arts newsletter. 
 
Only one award can be made to each student per academic year. Applications should be submitted to 
the Director of Graduate Studies. There are no specific deadlines for applications. Please see the 
secretary for an application. 
 
Grievance Procedures 
Title IX of the Education Amendments Act (1972) requires that each college or university establish due 
process for the resolution of academic grievances.  Graduate studies in the Department of Art History 
have the right to appeal any academic matter in which they feel they have been treated unfairly.  
Appeal should follow the following steps: 

1. The student should attempt a resolution through discussion with the instructor. 
2. Failing agreement, the student should present a written appeal to the Director of the Graduate 

Program specifying: the nature of the grievance, the result of the previous discussion, and the 
resolution sought.  Students should be advised that filing a formal grievance beyond the level 
of the instructor is a serious matter and should be avoided until all informal means of 
adjudication have been exhausted. 

3. The Director of the Graduate Program confers with the instructor to see if a resolution can be 
reached.  If agreement is reached, the resolution of the grievance is submitted to the student 
for approval.  Failing agreement, or the student’s acceptance of the resolution, the grievance 
is submitted to the Department Chair, who repeats the same steps.  Failing agreement, or the 
student’s acceptance of the resolution, the grievance is submitted to the Graduate Faculty, 
where the same steps are required. 

4. If resolution or agreement cannot be reached at the Departmental level, the grievance is then 
submitted to the Associate Dean at Tyler. 

5. If resolution or agreement cannot be reached at the level of the Associate Dean, the grievance 
is submitted to the Judicial Committee at Tyler. 

6. If resolution or agreement cannot be reached at the level of the Tyler Judicial Committee, it is 
then referred to the Judiciary Committee, Student Life and Services. 

 
Harassment 
Students who consider that they have been subjected to harassment by a fellow student or a member 
of the faculty should discuss the matter with the Harassment Ombudsperson at Tyler. 
 
 
Incompletes 
When a student requests to take an incomplete in a graduate course, the student and the instructor 
should agree, at the time the extension is requested, when the assignment is due and a default grade 
if the deadline is not met: a form (available from the secretary) should be filled out, and copies kept 
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by the instructor and in the student’s file. See above under “Directed Research” for a different policy 
for incompletes. 
 
NOTE: Students with incompletes on their record cannot be considered for assistantships. 
 
Language Examination 
Reading examinations are scheduled each semester by the language Departments, not by the 
Department of Art History.  Students intending to take the examination should check with the relevant 
Department at the beginning of the term for a date(s) on which the exam will be given, and the filing 
date (which requires a $10 fee).  Results of the examination will be sent to the student by the 
language Department. See above under “Language Requirements” for more details. 
 
Scholastic Standing 
In order to qualify for the M.A. degree, the student must maintain a B average (3.0 GPA).  Graduate 
students may not earn more than two grades of B- or more than one of F; if they do, they will be 
terminated by the Graduate School.  For other regulations, especially those for students in the Ph.D. 
program, please consult the graduate school website (http://www.temple.edu/grad). 
 
Teaching Experience 
Teaching Assistants are generally assigned to Arts of the Western World. After completion of course 
work students may request the Department Chair to be assigned to teach a course in the Department.  
 
Withdrawal, Deferred Admission 
A student who withdraws from the university must follow the application procedure to reapply.  A 
student who has been accepted may defer admission for two semesters without reapplying, with the 
approval of the Director of Graduate Studies. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism, the appropriation of another person’s ideas or words, is a serious academic offense, 
resulting at a minimum in an irrevocable F, and it can lead to expulsion from the university.  This and 
other kinds of cheating are reported to the Director of Graduate Studies who will determine, in 
consultation with the faculty and administration, the appropriate action to be taken. See the Graduate 
School website on academic honesty for more information. 
 
Expected Time Frames 
M.A. 
A full time student will complete nine courses in three semesters. To complete 30 required credits, 
students enroll in additional 3 credits to complete the thesis.  A language exam should be taken in the 
first semester, and the second language exam should be taken no later than the second semester.  In 
the third semester, the student should take the Comprehensive Exam.  In the fourth semester, the 
student need not register for full-time status, but should apply for graduation, take the remaining 
course (thesis research), and write the thesis. The student needs to register for three additional 
credits, to reach the required 30 for the MA degree. The university allows three years for completion 
of the program, after which a student must apply for an Extension of Time (see above). 
 
M.A. with a Concentration in Fine Arts Administration 
The program is the same as for other M.A. students, except that it will take four semesters to 
complete the required twelve courses.  In the fifth semester, instead of a thesis, the student will do a 
six-credit internship. 
 
Ph.D. for Students Entering with an M.A. 
A full-time student should complete nine required courses in three semesters.  Language examinations 
should be taken immediately upon entrance. In the fourth semester, the student may register for 
part-time study.  He or she will either take the Qualifying Examination, or prepare for it.  It should be 
possible to take the examination no later than the fifth semester.  At this point, the plan will become 
individualized.  Some students will have applied for grants for study abroad.  In the semester when 
graduation is anticipated, the student should apply for graduation and stay in close touch with the 
dissertation advisor to plan the timetable for the reading, defense, and submission of the dissertation. 
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A total of 30 credits above the MA degree is required for graduation. The university allows seven years 
for completion of the degree, after which a student must apply for an Extension of Time (see above). 
 
Ph.D. for Students Entering with a BA 
A full-time student should complete the fifteen required courses (45 credits) in five semesters. 
Language examinations should be taken immediately upon entrance, or very shortly thereafter. 
Students will be required to submit a long paper at the end of the third semester of coursework to 
demonstrate their ability to continue in the Ph.D. degree program, in place of a master’s thesis. In the 
sixth semester, the student may register for part-time study. He or she will either take the Qualifying 
Examination, or prepare for it.  It should be possible to take the examination no later than the seventh 
semester.  At this point, the plan will become individualized.  Some students will have applied for 
grants for study abroad.  In the semester when graduation is anticipated, the student should apply for 
graduation and stay in close touch with the dissertation advisor to plan the timetable for the reading, 
defense, and submission of the dissertation. A total of 60 credits is required for graduation. The 
university allows seven years for completion of the degree, after which a student must apply for an 
Extension of Time (see above). 
 
 
NOTE: A student may attend any program part-time, but the university “clocks” should be kept in 
mind. 


