
 
TYLER SCHOOL OF ART 
Painting and Drawing Studios 
 
 
Student Responsibilities in Maintaining a Shared Studio 
 
All students who work in the painting and drawing studios are expected to 
adopt the practices and responsibilities listed below.    The studios are 
communal spaces.  Please observe the basic rule of camping:  leave the 
space in better condition than you found it.  If you come across a mess that 
you didn’t make, do everyone a favor and clean it up.  Good karma will 
come your way. 
 
VENTILATION 
The building’s ventilation and heating/cooling systems is designed to work 
properly only if it is recycling the air within the rooms.  An open door will 
bring fresh air into the room from the hallway, and pushes solvent fumes 
into the hallway, offices and other classrooms.  The classroom door should 
remain closed at all times  
 
SOLVENTS 
In an effort to minimize solvent evaporation, keep the air quality clean, and 
to minimize any risk of fire, please adhere to the following rules: 
 

-Odorless solvents are the only solvents allowed in the building.  
Turpenoid and Gamsol are both good options, as they have a very low 
rate of evaporation.  No Turpentine, xylene, or any other noxious 
liquids.  No mystery liquids found in garages.  No orange-scented 
solvents. 

 
 -No spray paint, fixative, or other noxious materials are to be used in 
 the studios. 
 

-When not actively using the solvents, please keep the containers 
covered to minimize evaporation. 

 
 
 
 



-Do not use paper towels for any oil-based paint cleanup.  Paper 
products soaked with solvent pose a serious fire hazard, and have to 
be incinerated.  Temple University EHS requires that all school 
departments take steps to minimize the amount of hazardous solid 
waste being generated by students.   For this reason, the PDS 
department provides rags that can be laundered and reused.  These 
rags should be used sparingly as they are not cheap.   

 
-Please dispose of any rags containing solvents or oils in the yellow 
metal-lidded solvent containers.  Do not throw anything but solvent-
soaked rags and palettes in these metal solvent cans.  These cans are 
emptied nightly to keep the risk of spontaneous combustion to a 
minimum. 
 
-Normal detritus is to be disposed of in the regular trash cans. 

 
-The solvents used in oil painting can be reused many times.  Dirty or 
unusable solvent can be disposed of in the 5 gallon plastic containers 
located in each studio.  These containers are taken away when full and 
the contents are recycled. Do not dump relatively clean solvents into 
the container at the end of each class.   Instead, set your jar of solvent 
aside for a day, and the paint solids will sink to the bottom of the 
container, leaving a layer of  “clean” and re-usable solvent.  Keep 
several jars of solvent handy, so you can pour off the clean liquids and 
reuse.   

  The “dirty” goop may then be pored into the solvent container at the 
 studio door. 
 

-Do not dump any solvents in any sinks.  Do not scrape solid paint 
into the sinks. This will clog the drain.   
Before you wash your oily brushes or palettes in the sink, clean them 
THOROUGHLY with paint thinner(which can be disposed of in the  
5 gallon white plastic recycling containers found in every paintings 
studio).  Then wash the brushes with soap and water.   
-Do not leave garbage in the sinks.   
 Do not leave rags in the sink.   
 Don’t leave anything in the sink. 

  
-Immediately clean up and properly dispose of any solvent or paint spills. 
 



 
 
MAINTAINING THE COMMUNAL SPACE 
 
Because the Tyler studios are a shared, communal space, it is important that 
all students develop a clean studio practice.  At the end of each work 
session, please do the following: 
 

-Remove all your materials and paintings from the classroom. 
 
-Store your paintings in the assigned racks for the class.   
 
-Drawings and collages should be removed from the room. 
 
-Do not leave any of your materials or trash on the shared taborets 
(painting carts).   Wipe taborets down after use so that others don’t 
have to deal with your paint or trash.  The painting taborets are to be 
moved to the designated area under the windows and arranged in tight 
rows. 
 
-Wipe down easels and stools.  All easels are to be moved to the 
designated area under the windows.  They are to be neatly arranged 
into compact rows to occupy as little space as possible. 
 

 -Clean any spills promptly, as paint will get tracked through the 
 department very quickly. 
 
STUDIO WALLS AND EQUIPMENT 
    
The painting and drawing walls are to be kept clean so that all the classes 
can use them for critiques.   Remove all screws, nails, staples, tape, 
pushpins.  Don’t leave any artwork in the shared space.  Any of your work 
found on the wall will be removed by faculty and reported to your teacher.  
 
If you intend to tape or staple a surface to the wall to paint on, place paper 
under the work around the edges to protect the wall from any errant material 
or marks.  
 



All Painting Area equipment must remain on the third floor.  You are not 
allowed to remove easels, stools, Taborets, solvent cans, tables, etc… from 
the painting area.   
 
Don’t leave your palette of materials on the Taborets after your class. 
 
Drawing tables are to be kept in the two drawing studios.  They are not to be 
moved into the halls, or other spaces and studios.  If students intend to paint 
on the tables, they should protect table surface from any paint skeins by 
laying down some brown paper.   These tables should be pristine and smooth 
for drawing.   
 
Don’t use the Eye Wash Emergency Stations to clean your brushes.   
 
 
END OF SEMESTER CLEAN-UP 
 
In an effort to avoid the overcrowding of the painting racks and studios, we 
will have a clean-up of the racks mid semester.  Take any dry work home.   
This is the safest place for your work and it reduces the volume of paintings 
that accumulate during the semester.   
 
Additionally, all work must be removed at the end of the semester (dates for 
removal of work will be posted around the Painting/Drawing studios).   
Anything remaining following the posted date will be thrown out or reused. 
 
 
 
 


